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good. During the publication of these official docu-
ments some 9000 people held in bondage were set
free and restored to the mainland ; the methods of
" recruiting/5 both for the mainland and for the
islands, showed signs of improvement; whilst some
tentative efforts were made to produce statistics
upon the death- and birth-rates, and upon the re-
patriation of labourers. But this lasted just so long
as, and no longer than, the Consular Reports were
being issued.
The cessation of the issue of British Foreign Office
papers was followed by a steady decline in the re-
patriation figures. For example, since January 1927
it would appear that the natives taken to the cocoa
islands total nearly 7000, but that only 849 have been
allowed to return to the African continent!
The decision to cease publication of reports upon
conditions in the Portuguese Colonies was appa-
rently brought about by two or three circumstances.
First, the irritation which these were causing amongst
the subjects of our Portuguese ally, then joining with
other Powers in the Great War; and secondly, by
the effect of the boycott of cocoa by British firms.
Then there were the difficulties arising from the
Great War and the complications due to the fact that
by treaty Great Britain is protector of the integrity
of the Portuguese Colonies. In the early spring of
1916, Colonel Freire d'Andrade made earnest repre-
sentations to Lord Grey upon the matter, the pur-
port of which the British Foreign Minister conveyed,